
How to Analyze Arabic 
Alphabet Calligraphy for 
Distinguishing Features

Raqiba Um Ishaq Sara bint Abu Zakariya
(called Sara)



STEP ONE

Determine if it is Kufi family or Naskh family script

- Most Kufi (NOT ALL) is from before 1100 AD
- Naskh family scripts have a geometric relation between heights of tall letters, 

width of lines, and width of letters. Kufi does not follow those rules.
- GENERALLY; kufi has bolder lines and more angles, and naskh has more 

curves and fluidity
- IF AVAILABLE read the description for clues!











Look for the “kaf” letters 









STEP TWO: Look for the ovaloid letters (emphatics)





STEP THREE: Decide what to do with your Ayn



STEP FOUR: **ADVANCED** Look for Ligatures!






